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plans are finely tuned everyday. Special
consideration is due to the likely event
of someone hooking into one of the
beast GTs that inhabit this area. The
combined force of the Hell's Gate
morning express and a caranx igno-
bilus certainly does make the Indian
Ocean seem a lot larger. For us, a thor-
ough pre-fishing session briefing is
essential. Here the planned route, fish-
ing techniques and strategy are all dis-
cussed at length. A properly planned
session is a more successful one.

There are a couple of aspects that
are invaluable when fishing the waters
off the Gates. Firstly, communication is
absolutely vital, and so our skis are fit-
ted with two-way radios. This addition
we feel has since proven absolutely crit-
ical for increasing the strike rate of a
fishing session. The concept is basic.
Once a ski goes away with a fish, he
radios the other skis. Any skis in close
enough range quickly get onto the
shoal, which almost always results in
multiple screaming reels.

Another approach that has worked
with outstanding results is to fish with
only one rod. Once it has been estab-
lished what the "cuda are feeding on,
there is no point in fishing with more,
as the pace of the fishing only results in
burn offs, messy double hookups and
tangles. A better approach is to have
the second rod rigged as a spinning
stick. Thus, as soon as a fish is boated,
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one can sight-cast a small spoon to the
many ‘cuda that follow the hooked fish
to the surface. Pulling baits becomes
boring when you get the taste for
watching fish smash a fast retrieved
spoon on the surface.

One thing that certainly is a luxury
but is highly recommended is to have a
backup boat. We initially started using a
backup boat off Inhaca after having to
cut off long-fighting kingies, but now —
if logistics allow — we never leave
without one. Having a backup boat bol-
sters the confidence of newcomers to
the sport, and allows them to have a
more relaxed and enjoyable experi-
ence. It also offers a host of additional
benefits, including geting livebait.
Everyone knows how effective livebait
is, but is often a scarce luxury on a ski
due to the large distances one has to
travel to catch liveys, as well as having
them “kicking” on the ski.

Live-wells on the backup boat are
fully stocked early in the morning after
having used the fishfinder and GPS to
locate shoals of baitfish out deep. Thus,
in conjunction with the two-way radios,
fresh liveys can be continually delivered

to the individual skis.

Having the facility to keep livebait,
alive (as well as keeping deadbait,
frozen) can make the difference
between an average morning’s fishing
and a world-class one. An added bonus
of the backup boat is that it can be
used to take pre-release photos of fish,
as well as to film and capture the
excitement.

Hell's Gate offers numerous activi-
ties apart from the world-class angling.
Rods and reels are readily exchanged
for masks and fins when exploring
some of the shallow reefs outside of
Hell's Gates. The Santa Maria marine
reserve is only a short paddle from the
mainland peninsula, The reserve has
some of the best snorkelling on the
entire coastline, with a 15 to 20m verti-
cal wall, crystal-clear water and not a
wave in sight. The fish density is
immense.

Thus far Inhaca has been fished by
flyfishermen and ski-boaters at a low
and reasonably sustainable level.
Indeed, there are still plenty of fish in

the sea.

Rob and the Tourette Fishing team run
guided fishingski and flyfishing safaris
to Inhaca Island each year between
November and May. For further
details visit <www.tourettefishing.com>
or contact <keith@tourettefishing.com>
or phone 084 622 2272,
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