prominent features of this baitfish when
viewed in the water isits large, conspic-
ous ey and  siking blck pot o the
base of its tail. These, along with red

tips on fins and ail, were some S

peneration when booking oy
sults in a lot of pressure on the,
e pronounced lever
effect. Grip’s short shank Stinger hook
(QIST1-BN) was the only one that
consistently stood up to the task.

FISH HABITS

eve Farah
tfish patterns with large eyes and red
s

A number of natural Brush Flie
specifically tied for the Mnyera and
Ruhudii rivers, proved deadly with

ing in low light conditions, and natur:
jive, rainbow and tan

colours such as ol
produced the goods through the middle
of the day. Important to note is h

SF Blend baitfish patterns, tied over and
under the shank
profile, outfished those tied only above
the shank. Also, flies with large eyes and
pupils dead centre produced better than
those with pupils off-centre. The lack of

to give a stronger

40.

sented two hurdles on the path to trophy
success. First, how to get the fly into the

strke zone of fish holding deep and tight
to the structure. Second, how to avoid
obtclsin e ate nce s g i was

riented hab
Naturally, the biggest fi

learnt about the structure
of tigers.
oceupy the best territorial niches with

current, and an optimal position fro:
which 1o ambush prey. These are most
th decpest parts ofthe river with relr
structure. There are two angles of ac
when attempting to reach fish holding
deep and tight.” The first is to fish
longer leader (9ft or more) with heas
igh

hooked. 1
fight dm bt with hei st run chey

often cover a e,so the
probabilty of gecing J\w up i high
A

weighted f es mentione
before,  heav
weighted Clousers and even tungster
fiyhe
achieve the desired results. Accurs
upstre

mmmlmum,ugmmmgngwm.
(and sometimes even onto the banks) on
their first hit. ]

the same. Later in the season, we had
some success landing fish by quickly
asing the drag to almosi

haled the 3o
through or around the structure, while
giving us the chance to gt the boat into
a position to unsnag the fy line.

The outcome was always

ety 2010

as the fly sinks, and a super-fast strip o
of the strucs

surprisingly, most hits come in the fir
couple of stips.

ture produces surikes.

Secondly, anglers can focus the
efforts on structure where tigers h

upstream of (logjams and large boulder
which ereates a buffer in which
can hold out of the current. In the




